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Greeting:

Groom and Bride want to welcome you to this celebration of their love for one another. They believe you, their family and friends, have touched each of their lives in a special way. Each one of you has played a part in who they are as individuals and who they will become as a married couple. Your presence this morning is a gift of support and caring, and they appreciate your sharing this very special moment. Today we celebrate with Groom and Bride, and their families, the wondrous and joyful relationship they have created.

Charge:

Do you, Groom, knowing this woman's love for you and returning it, realizing her strengths and learning from them, recognizing her weaknesses and helping her to overcome them, take Bride to be your lawfully wedded wife?

Do you, Bride, knowing this man's love for you and returning it, realizing his strengths and learning from them, recognizing his weaknesses and helping him to overcome them, take Groom to be your lawfully wedded husband?

Vows:

Please face each other and join hands as we reflect for a moment on the partnership you are entering into.

Groom, repeat after me.

Today, Bride, I join my life to yours

as your friend who respects you

and your lover who is true to you.

Let me be your trusted companion

through laughter and tears

conflict and tranquility.

With you, I will walk my path

from this day forward.

Bride, repeat after me.

Today, Groom, I join my life to yours

as your friend who respects you

and your lover who is true to you.

Let me be your trusted companion

through laughter and tears

conflict and tranquility.

With you, I will walk my path

from this day forward.

Explanation of the Rings:

Traditionally, the passage to the status of husband and wife is marked by the exchange of rings. These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no beginning and no end. Love freely given has no giver and no receiver – for each is the giver and each is the receiver. May these rings remind you always of the vows you have taken here today.

Exchange of Rings:

(Groom)

As I place this ring on your finger

may it always remind you

of my never-ending love

and may it always remind me

of the precious treasure I have in you.

Wear this ring with joy

for your love has made me complete.

(Bride)

As I place this ring on your finger

may it always remind you

of my never-ending love

and may it always remind me

of the precious treasure I have in you.

Wear this ring with joy

for your love has made me complete.

 (The following Sand Ceremony is optional. Other suggestions might be to replace it with the “Apache Blessing” or the reading of the “The Hands of the Bride and Groom”. These can be found in the Non-Traditional Services #1 and #2.)

Sand Ceremony: 

Groom and Bride, you have just sealed your relationship by the giving and receiving of rings, and this covenant is a relationship pledge between two people who agree that they will commit themselves to one another throughout their lives. The most beautiful example of this partnership is the marriage relationship. Today, this relationship is symbolized through the pouring of these two individual containers of sand. One, representing you, Groom, and all that you were, all that you are, and all that you will ever be, and the other representing you, Bride, and all that you were and all that you are, and all that you will ever be.

You may now combine your two containers of sand into one.

As these two containers of sand are poured into the third container, the individual containers of sand will no longer exist. Just as these grains of sand can never be separated, so will your marriage be.

Closing:

Family and friends, this is a moment of celebration. Let it also be a moment of dedication. The world does a good job of reminding us how fragile we are. Individuals are fragile, relationships are fragile too. Every marriage needs the love, nurturing and support of a network of friends and family. On this wedding day I ask you not only be friends of Groom and Bride, but the friends of Groom and Bride together.

Pronouncement:

Groom and Bride, having witnessed your vows of marriage with all who are assembled here with you, I announce with great joy that you are, from this day forward, husband and wife. You may kiss the bride.

(Have the Groom and Bride turn and face the guests.)

It is now my pleasure to present to you for the first time, 

Mr. and Mrs. 

