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Order/Charge for Marriage

Dearly Beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this company, to join together this man and woman in Holy Matrimony; which is an honorable estate, instituted of God, signifying unto us the mystical union that is between Christ and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence and first miracle that he wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable among all men: and therefore is not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly and in the fear of God.  

Into this holy union, Groom and Bride now come to be joined.  If any of you can show just cause why they may not be lawfully married, speak now; or else forever hold your peace.

(Then the minister says to the Groom and Bride)

I require and charge you both here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word, you do now confess it.

The Intent

Groom, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

Groom: I will
Bride, will you have this man to be your husband, to live together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Bride: I will

(the minister then addresses the people)

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their marriage?

The People: We will

The minister will say:

Who gives this woman to be married to this man?

The Father:  I do

The Vows

(have the groom and bride face each other and hold hands)

I Groom take you, Bride to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow.

I Bride take you, Groom to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow.

Blessing of the Rings

Bless, O Lord this ring, to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this woman have bound themselves to each other, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Groom place this ring on Brides finger and repeat after me.

With this ring I thee wed:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Bride place this ring on Grooms finger and repeat after me.

With this ring I thee wed:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us pray…

Heavenly Father, Bless Groom and Bride and give them total happiness in this union. Provide them with wisdom, strength & patience when needed. Let them offer praise, support and love for one another from this day forward.  May they grow in understanding and compassion. May the home, which they establish together be such a place of sanctuary that all who are here today and others through the years will find there... true friends and true love.

Let us pray together as our Father has taught us to pray:
OUR FATHER,

WHO ARE IN HEAVEN,

HALLOWED BE THY NAME.

THY KINGDON COME. THEY WILL BE DONE,

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.

AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS,

AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION,

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM,

AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY

FOREVER.

Amen

The Declaration

 Now that Groom and Bride have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I pronounce that they husband and wife, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

“Groom may now kiss your bride”

It is now my pleasure to present to you

Mr. and Mrs.


